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rice Six-Pence,) .. 


Re QURELY the Deſign to re- 
FIG] publiſh this uſeful Sermon of 
the Late Reverend Mr. Heu- 
ry muſt meer with a general 
Approbation. In my Opi- 
RSQ) non there has not been a 
WcSeaſon theſe Twenty Years 
ſo inviting to the Writers of Peace and Union, 
and ſo much in want of healing Diſcourſes. 
That great Man had a moſt happy Talent in 
the Practical Way: His caſy and familiar 
Turns of Thought and Language inſinuate 
themſelves into the Conſcience wich ſo power- 
ful and pleaſing a Conviction; that we cannot 
but delight in hearing our ſelves ſo artfully re- 

A+ proved, 
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proved, even while we bluſh inwardly, and 
own the Folly that he corrects. 


'T is not for me to recommend the Writings 
of a Man ſo greatly honoured of God in his Mi- 
niſtry, ſo deſervedly applauded by the moſt po- 
pular Vote of Men, and ſo much my Superior 
in the ſacred Work. All that I can do is to 
with and pray, that the preſent Diſputes amon 
the Miniſters of London which have Jiſturbe] 
private Families, founded in publick Aſſemblys, 
and had a fatal Spread thro' the Converſation 
of Chriſtians, may be reviewed in the Light of 
this Sermon; a Light in which they muſt ap- 
pear before Chriſt in that Day of Terror, when 
he ſhall require an Account of us, What is it 
that ye diſputed of by the Way 2 Tm perſuaded 
we ſhould then find too much Carnality mingled 
with theſe Religious Contentions, Which another 
great * Man has admirably deſcribed and cen- 
tured in his Sermons on that Subject. This 
would pur each of us upon a ſevere Enquiry, 
How much of Zeal for God, and how much 
of the Wrath of Man are mingled in our De- 
bates on the known Subject of Strife > Sure- 
ly ſuch an awful Thought as this, would cool 
the Rage of a Party-Spirit; would ſuppreſs 
a Word of Anger when half formed on the 
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Tongue, and ſtifle the riſing Paſſion in pious 
Silence. Such a ſolemn Meditation would 
quench the Fire that kindles hourſy among 
us; that breaks out perpetually from the 
Tongue and Pen, to lay waſte the peaceful 
Habitations of Zion. So ſore a Diſeaſe as 
this, if not quickly healed, will ſpread a 
Blemiſh and Darkneſs over the beautiful Face of 
the Churches, will turn the Profeſſion of Diſ- 
ſenters to a Jeſt among their Enemies; make 
wild Havock of the Reputation of Men, and 
render the ſacred Office mean and contempti- 
ble. Who will hearken to my Advice, if I 
have no Government of my own Temper? 


I confeſs, if the Matter of Debate at Lon- 
don were the glorious Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty, whether Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are 
one God, there would be a more juſt Occa- 
ſton for ſome Fervour of Spirit: The Serip— 
ture ſeems to me to be ſufficiently expreſſive of 
this great Truth, and the important Doctrines 
of our Religion appear to reſt firmly on ſuch a 
Divine Foundation. Yet even then the meer 
manner of Subjiſtence of Three Perſons in one 
Godhead, ought never to become a warm Con- 
troverſy, and this Sermon will tell us the 
Reaſon, page 12. But while the Subject of 
Conteſt in this City is reduced to this one 
Point, (viz.) Which is the beſt way to pre- 
ſerve Truth and Peace > Whether by ſub- 
ſeribing the Words of Scripture or humane 
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ry at that Time. 


Chriſtians as well as Miniſters. Let each of us 
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Forms? I think a happy Medium might be 
found out to ſecure Liberty and the Go- 
ſpel together, by every one's declaring his 
own Sence of Scripture in his own Words at 
all proper Times, Places, and Occaſions, and 
particularly to the Satisfaction of all Perſons 
who have any juſt Concern therein. 


Bur alas! inſtead of drawing near to ſome 
Agreement by ſuch a reconciling Method, 
the warmer Combatants puſh each other to 
wider Extreames ; and One muſt be ſuſpected 
of Arianiſm, becauſe he thought ir needleſs 
at that Time, to ſubſcribe a certain Article 
of the Eſtabliſhd Faith ; the Other charged 
with denying the Perfection of Scripture, be- 
cauſe he thought ſuch a Subſcription neceſſa- 


SH#ALL I have leave to put the Queſtion 
here, Are theſe to be called Conſequences or 
Reproaches 2 Were theſe Concluſions framed 
by Reaſon or by Wrath? Do thoſe that 
make ſuch an Inference believe it themſelves ? 
Will theſe Things bear ro be rehearſed before 
the ſupreme Judge of Reaſon and Conſcience, 
when our Lord in flaming Fire, ſhall demand 
of us, How did ye manage thoſe Diſputes of 


Yours in youder World that lies all in Aſhes ? 


Lax us ſtand ſtill and confider that we- are 


lay 
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lay his Hand on his own Heart and ſay, Am 

4 a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Peace, and yet 
&« dare to practiſe Contention 2 Do I preach 
& Charity to my People, and ſhall I my ſelf 
delight in Wrath and Scandal? Do ] teach 
& others to bear Reproaches with Patience, and 
© not to render railing for trailing, and ſhall I 
« retort every Reproach becauſe I have no 
& Patience to bear it? While I urge all Men 
© to Sincerity and Candor in their dealings, 
“e ſhall I my ſelf deal in fly Infinuations, 
« Slanders, and the invidious Turns of a bi- 
“ ting Jeſt? And eſpecially if I profeſs my ſelf 
4 to ſtand on the Charitable fide of this Quar- 
&« rel, ſhall I talk like a Fury while I plead for 
©« Loye : Shall my Words be fiercer than the 
* Wards of my Opponents, while J profeſs a 
< a larger Charity than they? This is like 
contending for a generous Freedom of Opini- 
on, while J ſuffer no Man to differ from mine; 
Tis as if a Prince ſhould promote the glorious 


Doctrine of Liberty of Conſcience by Penal- 
tys, Chains and Scourges. 


I would ſay to my own Heart, If I think 
© Charity ſo needful to make a Chriſtian, I will 
not indulge a Thought that ſhall injure my 
Brother, or render my own Chriſtianity ſul- 
* pected. If I am zealous for Divine Truth 
* and the Myſterys of the Goſpel, I will be 
** watchful againſt every thing that intrenches 
on Moral Truth and the Veracity of a 


« Chriſtian, 
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* Chriſtian, nor will T dare to be the Repor- 
* ter of a ſuſpected Calumny. How can 1 
* pray for the Succeſs of the Miniſtry, and yer 
* caſt ſuch Aſperſions on my Fellow-Miniſters 
as may endanger or prevent their Succeſs : 
* Do I plead with God that my Hearers may 
< practiſe what I have preached, and ſhall I not 
e go before them with my own Example? Am 
* I not ſubject to the ſame Laws of God my 
* Saviour, and muſt I not be judged by the 
« ſame Word? Will it not be a terrible Sur- 
* prize to have my own Diſcourſes and Ex- 
* hortations to Love and Peace riſe up againſt 
me at the Laſt Day, while the Children 
of my Miniſtry, who loye me beyond 
meaſure, ſhall be forced to joyn with my 
Sermons and my own Conſcience, and all 
witneſs againſt mr that dreadful Tribunal? 


* 
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O that my Brethren could but hear the 
Groans of private Chriſtians, when they pour 
out their Souls before the Lord, and mourn 
this heavy Judgment! O that they could but 
ſee the bleeding Hearts of their own Converts, 
which their . Mutual Quarrels have ſorely 
wounded! Im perſuaded the Fathers would 
ſoon relent and drop their Weapons in Peace, 
if they ſaw how the Children ſtand by pale 
and trembling, and with Horror forebode the 
crucl Event. O that they knew thoſe ſecret 
Wreſtlings with God, thoſe flowing Tears, thofe 
patherick Lamentations before the den en 
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which their Friends are engaged upon their 
Knees for their Sakes! Would they not ſoon 
ſink all their Indignation and Reſentment, and 
learn to differ without Wrangling 2 Or farther, 


if ſuch a moving Scene wehe opened before 
them, would they not at once drop and forget 
the Debate, and teturn to mutual Embraces 2 
T know my Brethren have Souls too ten- 
der to hear this unmoved : I know their 
Hearts would melt under ſuch an endear- 
ing Thought, and their Eyes would mingle 
Tears with their People; they would fall 
down and aſſiſt them in wreſtling with God for 
Peace, and meditate War no more. 


I entreat my Reverend Fathers, tind All m 
Dear Aſſociates in the 3 of the Goſpe 
who ſhall read theſe LineFFto forgive the free- 
dom of my Zeal for their Service : Surely 
they will indulge a Man who loves them ar 
his Soul, rtho' his Sorrow and Sollicituds for 
their Sake may have puſht him on too forward 
in ſuch an Attempt as this. Ar leaſt they will 
give him leave to mourn in Secret the ſpread- 
ing Calamity, and joyn his Prayers to prevent 
the rhreatned Deſolation. 


Or how ſmall Force ſoever this Preface may 
be, I cannot bur hope that rhis Sermon once 


deliver d at Salters-Hall may help to heal the 
Diviſion that was there made. The Authors of 
both may plead ſome Right to become Peace- 

| a makers, 
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makers, becauſe ncither of our Names are en- 
roll d among the different Partys; the one be- 
ing dead long cer this Contention was born, 
the other like a Man free among the Dead, under 


the Protection gf an afflictive Providence: 


And upon this account we may both claim ſome 
Attention to our Propoſals of Peace; But the 
Name of Mr. Heury may well Demand it. 


SHALL I beſeech my Brethren to beſtow a 
retired Hour upon this Diſcourſe, when their 
Souls look inward upon themſelves, and ſet 
themſelves before the Lord? Shall T engage 
them to promiſe that they will not ſweep over 
the Pages with an haſty Eye, meerly to give 
Judgment on the Performance, but let Con- 
ſcience fit as Judge upon their own Con- 
duct while they red it, under the Eye of an 
Heart-ſearching God. And O may this Word 
fcom the Dead wha yet eaters, reſtrain the 
contentious Speeches of the Living! May 
this Evening Lecture, arm'd with the Sword 
of the Spirit, cut off the long Entail of. 
Miſchicf that ſprung from the Diſputes of 
an Afternoon! And by caſting in of a Tree 
thac grew on the, ſame = may the bir- 
ter Waters of Strife be healed? 


I would call upon My. Friends to a ſiſt me 
in this reconeiling Work, and to entertain 
the World with Books enough of the peace- 
able Kind, to counterhallance all the * 

that 
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that has been done to Religion in the War 
of angry Pamphlets. Thus we might live to 
ſee the promiſed Bleſſing of the Goſpel reſto- 
red to the Churches, when there ſhall be no- 
thing to hurt or deſtroy in all God s holy Mountain : 
and thus might the Shepherds of Ihael, with a 
peaceful Soul, lead on their Flocks in the 
Way to Zion, till they arrive at thoſe Re- 
gions of Light and Peace, whence Darkneſs 
and Diſpute are baniſh'd for ever. Amen. 


I. Watts. 


London, June 10. 
1719. - 
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MARK IX. 33. 


bat was it that ye diſputed among your 
ſelves by the way ? „ 


UR Lord Jeſus is here calling his 
Diſciples to an Account about a warm 
Debate they happen'd to have among 

themſelves, as they travelFd along, 

upon a Queſtion often ftarted, but not yet deter- 
min d, Which of them ſhould be the grear ? They 
thought no other but that their Maſter ſhould 
ſhortly enter upon the Poſſeſſion of a temporal 

Kingdom, and all the Pomp and Grandeur of it, 

and that they ſhould be prefer d with him; But 

they could not agree who ſhould he prime Mini- 
ſter of State, and have the firſt Poit of Honour. 

'Tis a ſad Inftance of the Remainders of Corrup- 

tion in the Hearts even of good People; and ſhews 

that Pride, Ambition, and Affectation of world- 
ly Honour, are Sins that do f eaſily beſet even 
Art's own Diſciples, which, therefore, we 
ſhould all carefully watch and ſtrive againſt. 
Probably our Lord Jeſus over-h:ard ſome Words 
that paſs d in this Diſpute ; for thoſe that are hot 
upon an Argument are * to ſpeak louder 1 


 Pſal. 139. 4. 


Heb.4. 12,13, 


Rev. 2. 19,2 Js 
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becomes them ; and when the Temper 1s not kept 
within due Bounds, commonly the Voice is not; 
But whether he over-heard them or no, he knew 
very. well what they bad been talking of, and eve- 
ry Word that had been ſaid, and (which was 
more than any Man could know) from what 
Principle it was ſaid, and what more they would 
have 1aid; for as there is not a Word in our 
Tongue, ſo there is not a Thought in our Heart, 
tho” newly riſen and ſtarted there, tho induſtri- 
ouſly jar and fifi'd there, but he knows it 
altogether. He is that Eſſential Eternal Word of 
God, who is a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and In- 
tents of the Heart, and betore whom all things are 
naked and open. Let all the Churches take Notice 
of this, that our Lord Jeſus not only knows our 


Work, but is be which ſearcheth the Reins and 


Hearts. 

And yet tho' Chriſt nem what his Diſciples 
bad been talking of, he ad them what it was, 
becauſe he would know it from them, and would 
have them to confeſs their Fault and Folly in it ; 
that from thence he might take occaſion to recti 
their Miſtakes, and to inſtruct and reaſon them 
into a better Temper. | 

Think not that my Deſign from this Text is to 
arraign, examine, or enquire into any Diſputes or 
Conteſts that may be among you, of any Kind; 
for as (bleſſed be God) I know of no particular 
Occaſion for it, nor have any thing elſe in my 
Eye, in the Choice of this Subject, but what is 


common to all, ſo if there were, I ſhould think 


my ſelf the unfitteſt Man in the World to be 4 
Fudge or a Divider, And beſides if T ſhould thus 
go about to take my Maſter's Work out of his 
Hands, I ſhould contradi& that which is my 


Defign in putting this Queſtion to you, What was 


it that ye diſputed among yourſelves by the way? and 


that is to ſhew you that our Lord Jeſus doth and 
will chquire into theſe Matters, and to bind Ren 


over to bis Judgment. 
; 1 
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Four Things this Text teacheth us, who are all 
in Profeſſion Diſciples of Chriſt, as we are bap- 
tized Chriſtians, 


I. That we muſt all expett to be called to an As- 
count by aur Lord Feſus. | 

II. That we unſt in à particular Manner be callFd 
to an Account about our Diſcourſes among ourſelves. 

III. That among our Diſcourſes we ſhall eſpecially 
be call l to an Account about our Diſputes. 

IV. That of all our Diſputes we ſhall be moſt 
feriftly recłon d with for our Diſpmes about Preceden- 


For the Firſt, We muſt all to be call'd 
to an Account ſhortly, by our Lord Jeſus, con- 
cerning the Temper of our Minds, and the Courſe 
and Tenor of our Lives, now we are in the Way. 

1. We are all now in the Way, following Chriſt, 
as his Diſciples here, in Conſort; we are Viatores, 
Travellers, under the Conduct of our Great Ma- 
ſer, towards the better Country; And here we are 
upon our Trial; Tis the State of our Probation ; 


and according as our Steps are, while we are in 


the Way, our Reft will be when we are at our 
Journey's End. It concerns us therefore, what 
we have to do, to do it while we are yet in the Mat. 5. 25. 
Way, and whatever we do while we are in the Way, 
to doit with an Eye to our End. 
2. There will be a Review of what paſſeth ix the 
Way; "twill all be call'd over again, every Work Ecel. 12. 14. 
and every Word will be brought into Judgment, 
will be weighed in a juſt and unerring Balance, 
will be produc'd in Evidence for us or againft us. 


| There will not need any Repetition. wat) thing 
is now recorded in the Book of God's Omniſc 


1ence, 


and it is enough that in that Day the Books will Rev. 20. 12. 

be open d, and all will be judg d out of thoſe things 

which were found written in the Books, according 

to their Works. It concerns us therefore whatever 
09.4 we 


Phil. 4. 17. 


Iſa. 33. 22. 


John 5. 22. 


Acts 17. 31. 


2 Cor.5.9,10. 
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we do in the Way, to do it as thoſe that muſt give 
Account, and to conſider how it will paſs in the 
Account; how it will look in the Review; that 
we may dread doing that which will make a- 
gainſt us then, and may abound in that which 
will be Frait abounding to our Account, and which 


we ſhall racet again with Comfort, on tother 
Side Death and the Grave. 


3. The Account in the great Day muſt be given 
up to our Lord Bt for we call him Maſter and 


Lord, as theſe Diſciples did, and to him there- 


fore we are accountable, as Scholars and Servante, 


how we ſpend our Time. He is our Fudge, tor 


he is our Law-giver, and to him the Father has com- 


mitted all Fudgment, particularly that m which he 


will jadge the World in Righteouſneſs by that Man | 
whom he has ordain'd, Chriſt ſhall have the Honour 
of it, and let all good Chriſtians take the Comfort 
of it, that he who 1s an Advocate for all Behevers | 
will rann Inge | But withal let it oblige us | 


to the utmoſt Care and Circumſpection in our 


Walking: We mult therefore labour to be accepted 
of the Lord, and approve ourſelves to him in our 
Integrity, becauſe we ſhall all appear before the Fudg- * 


ment Scat of Chriſt, to give Account of every 


thing done in the Body, God made the World | 


by his Son, and by him as the fitteſt Perſon he 
will judge che World, 


Now this is a good Reaſon, 


1. Why we ſhould judge ourſelves, and prove our | 


own Work, and ſee that aur Matters be right and 
good againſt that Day. Let us examine our ſelves 


concerning our Spiritual State, that we may 
make ſure Work for our own Souls, and often | 
call our ſelves to an Account concerning the Way 7 
we are in, and the Steps we take in that Way, 


that we may renew our Repentance, for what- 
ever we find to have been amiſs, and make our 


s Cor. 11. 28, Peace with God in Chriſt. And if we would thus 


31. 


judge our ſelves, ne ſhould not be judged 4 the 
ord, 
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Kh Lord. When we come to one RT End, it 
will be ask'd, How we carried our ſelves in the 
Way? Let us therefore carry our ſelves accord- 
ch | ingly, and Ponder the Path of our Feet. 
ch 2. Tis a good Reaſon why we ſbould not judge 
ene another, or be ſevere in our Cenſares one of 
another: we thereby invade Chriſt's Throne, for 
it is his Preregative to call his Diſciples to an Ac- 
nd count; and tho he defign'd them to be one ano- 
ther's Helpers, he never intended they ſhould be 


- one anothers Judges. We muſt all tand before the 

or Judgment Stat of Chrift, and therefore mult not 

2 e one another. We muſt be _ our ſelves, 

be | . may expect to be judg d with Severity, if 

„ we be ſevere in judging our Brethren, for the 

up Meaſure we mete will be meaſur d to us. Our Bre- Mat. 7. t, 2. 
"re tbren likewiſe muſt be jadged by the Lord Jeſus, | 
ers and therefore if we pretend to judge them, they 

us are coram non judice. Who are we that we [hould Rom. 14. 4, 

judge another Man's Servant ? to his own Maſter he 12, 14. 


ands or falls, and to his Judgment tis fit we 
— Bon him. 
For the Second. Among other things that paſs 
in the Way, we muſt expect to be call'd to Ac- 
count for what we have tall d among ourſelves, We 
are apt to make a light Matter of this, and when 
we have talk'd at Random, what comes upper- 
moſt, without Regard to God or Man, we think 
to turn it off with an Excuſe that it was but Talk, 
and Words are but Wind ; But we wretchedly 
miſtake and 15 4 Cheat upon ourſelves, if that 
be true which our Saviour has told us, and un- 
doubtedly true it is, that not only for every pro- 
fane and wicked Word, for every falſe and ſpite- 
ful Word, but for every idle Word that Men ſpeal, 
they mult give Account in the Day of Fudgment ; 
Nay, and fo ſhall their Doom be, for by thy Mat. 12. 36, 
Words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy Words thou 37. 
ſhalt be condemn'd. Chriſt rakes Notice of what 
we ſay non, and we ſhould think we hear * 
. ay 
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Prov. 11. 13. 


Mat, 10. 32. 


Mal, 3.216. 


Diſputes Reviem d. 
fay to us when we are in Converſation; as he did 
to the two Diſciples going to Emmaus, What man- 
ner of Communications are theſe that ye have one ty 
another, as ye walk and are ſad, or as ye ſit and 
are merry? Are they ſuch as becomes Chriſti- 
ans? Are you not ſaying that which muſt be 
un ſaid again by Repentance; or you'll be undone? 
And as Chriſt takes notice of it now, fo he will 
call it over again in the Day of Account. 
What we talk among our ſelves with the uſual 
Freedom of Converſation, we do not expect to 
hear of again; it is inter nos, and therefore 
we think we may allow our ſelves a Liberty. 


What is ſaid under the Seal of Converſation, we © 


think almoſt as ſafe in point of Honour, as what 
is {aid under the Seal of Confeſſion : None but a 
T ale-bearer, that great Miſchief-maker, will re- 
veal ſuch Secrets : But tho? it be talk d among our 
ſelves, it cannot eſcape either the Cognizance ot 
the Judgment of our Lord Jeſus. 

1. If we talk any thing that is good, among our 
ſelves, and that is to the uſe of edifying, which 
manifeſts Grace in the Speaker, and miniſters 
Grace to the Hearers, Chriſt takes notice of that, 
and we ſhall hear of it again to our comfort, in 
that Day, when thoſe who thus confeſs Chriſt be- 
fore Men ſhall be own'd by him before his Father, 
and the Holy Angels. When they that feared the 
Lord ſpals often one to another, for their mutual 
Encouragement to hold faſt their Integrity in a 
time of general Apoſtaſy, the Lord hearkned and 
heard it, as one greatly well pleas'd with it, and 
a Book of Remembrance war written before him, in 
which were enter d all thoſe pious Conferences 
of them that feared the Lord, and thought upon his 
Name; and the Day will come when this Book, 
among the reſt, ſhall be open d. 

There is not a good Word coming from a good 
Heart, and directed to a good end, but it is keard 
in Secret, and ſhall be rewarded openly, tho' Perhaps 

| ere 
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there are thoſe now who ridicule and banter ſuch 
Language; What is ſpoken for the Edification 
of others will turn to a good account to our ſelves ; 
and it will add to our Joy in Heaven to have 
been any way inſtrumental to help others thither. 
Nay, if it ſhould not reach their Hearts for whom 
it is deſign'd, yet the Comfort of it will return 
into our own Boſoms; and what was well intended 
for the Honour of Chriſt, ſhall not be over d 
in the Day of Account. 

This ſhould engage and encourag: us to keep 
up religious Diſcourſe, that it will be remember'd 
to our Advantage in the Account ſhortly, tho we 
may forget it; as the Righteous could not ſay that 


ever they ſaw Chriſt hungry and fed him, or thirſty Mat. 25. 37. 


and gave him Drink, yet Chriſt will not forget it, 
but will place it ro account, as an acceptable Ser- 
vice done to him. 

2. It we talk any thing that's ill among our 
ſelves, if any corrupt Communication praceeds out 
of our Mouths, dictated by the Corruption of our 
own Minds, and which has a tendency to corrupt 
the Minds and Manners of others, Chriſt ob- 
ſerves that too, is diſplcaſed with it, and we ſhall 
hear of it again, either by the Checks of our own 
Conſciences, in order to our Repentance, or in 
the Day of the Revclation of the Righteous Judg- 
ment 0: God, when according even to Enoch's 


Prophecy, the Lord ſhall come to reckon with Sin- Jud? 15. 


ners, not only for all their ungodly Deeds, but 
for all their hard Speeches, ſpoken against bim. It 
will be ask'd ſooner or later, Whar was it that you 
tali d ſuch a time, proudly, vainly, filthily, that 
fooliſh Talking and Jeſting which is not becom- 
ing? What was it that you talk'd in ſuch and 
ſuch Company by way of Reproach to your 
Neighbour, when you {ate deliberately, Cate ma- 


pilterially, and ſpoke azainft your Brother, and Plal. 50. 20. 


ſtander'd thoſe, whoſe good Names you ought to 


have protected? Or, which aggravates it, by 
B Way 
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Fxod, 22.28. way of Reflection on your Superiors, reviling the 


Eccl. 10. 20. 


Pſal. 39. 1. 


Plal. 141. z. 


Gen. 45. 24. 


Jude 3. 


2 Tim. 2. 25. 
Feen. 


— 


- 


Gods, and ſpeaking evil of the Rulers of your People, 
little thinking that a Bird of the Air may carry the 
Voice * Let this Conſideration oblige us all to 
take heed to our Ways, that we offend not with our 
Tongue, and to keep our Month as it were with a 
Bridi:, that we may fay' nothing but what we 
can bear to be told of again. And ve have need 
to beg of God, that by his Grace he would ſer 4 

"atch before the Door of our Lips, a double Watch 
upon the Door of our Hearts, ont of the abundance 
of which the Mouth ſpeaks, that nothing may pro- 
ceed from them to Ins Diſhonour. 

For the Third, As other our Diſcourſes among our 


Ives by the Way, ſo eſpecially our Diſputes will all 


be call'd over again, and we ſhall be call'd to an 
account about them. What was it that ye diſputed 
among your ſelves? What was the Subject of 
the Diſpute? and how was it manag'd ? Diſpu- 
ting ſappoſeth ſome Variance and Strife, a a 
mutual Contradiction and Oppoſition ariſing 
from it. Diſputing by the Way is falling out by the 
Wey, a thing directly contrary to the Charge 
which Joſep as a Type of Chriſt gave to his Bre- 
thren, See that ye fall no: out by the Way ; and 
therefore we may expect to be reprov'd for it. 
There are Diſputes that are of uſe among the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and which in the Review we 


may reflect upon with Comfort. Did we diſpute & 


for the Conviction of Atheiſts and Deiſts, and 
other the Enemies of our Holy Religion, or for the 
Confirmation of thoſe that were in danger of 
being drawn away by their Deluſions? Did we | 


contend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the 


Sints, and with e and Fear both inſtruc 
others that oppas'd themſelves, and give a Reaſon ac 
our own Hope that is in us? Did we fairly and 
calmly diſcourſe leſſer Matters in difference be- 
tween us and our Brethren, that we might 18 out 
the Truth, and have our Miſtakes rectified; or if 
We 
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we cannot hereby come to be of the ſame Mind, 
yet we may {ce that even thoſe we differ from 
have ſo much Colour of Reaſon on their ſide, as 
that they may (till differ from us, and yet not 
torfeit their Reputation either for Wiſdom or 
Honeſty 2 Did we with Pradence and 7ildneſs 
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debate our Cauſe with gur Neighbour himſelf, and mot Prov. 25. 8, 


go forth haſtily to ſtrive, aud tell him his Fault be- 9. 


tween us and him alone, before we tell it to the Mat. 18. 15. 


World or the Church, in order to a friendly Ac- 
commodation ; theſe are Diſputes which wil paſs 
well in the Account, when they come to be cal d4 
oder again. 

But our Diſputcs are too often ſuch, as that 
when we come to be asd about them, as the 
Diſciples were here, we ſhall like them hold our 
Peace, as being aſham'd to have them ſpoken of 
again, and baving nothing to ſay in our own 
Vindication ; And (as the Town-clark of Epheſzes 


urg'd) when we are call'd in queſtion for the Up- Acts 19. 49. 


roar, can ſhew no juſtihable Cauſe, whereby we 
may give an account of it. Y 

Three things may cccaſion Diſputes among 
Chriſtians, among Miniſters, Neighbours, Friends, 
Relations, which perhaps when they came to be 
reflected upon as here, will be found to have a 
great deal in them that was culpable, different 
Opinions, ſeparate Intcreſts, and clathing Hu- 
mours. 

1. Diſputes commonly ariſe from Differences of 
Opinion, either in Religion and Divine things, 
(about which oftentimes the Diſputes and Con- 
teſts are molt violent) or in Philoſophy, Politicks, 
or other Parts of Learning, or in the Conduct of 
Human Life. While Men differ ſo much in Ca- 
pacity, Temper, Genius aud Education, and 
different Sentiments are received by Tradition 
from our Fathers, it cannot be expected that Men 
ſhould all agree in the ſame Notions. The ſame 
thing ſeen with different Eyes, and by d fferent 
2 88 B 2 Lights, 


! 
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Lizk:;, may appear to one true and very good, 
and to another falſe and very bad, tho both im- 
ploy their Faculties about it with equal Diligence 
and Sincerity. This cannot but give riſe to Diſ- 
* putes, for we are naturally forward (and ſome- 
times over- forward) to clear our ſelves, and con- 
vince others, and have ſuch a Conceit of our own 
judgment, as to think that every body ought to 
be of our Mind, and that if they will be rul'd by 
Job 11. 12. Reaſon, they will be ſo ; for vain Man would be 
wiſe, would be thought to be fo, tho' he be born 
as the wild Afes Colt. 

But theſe Diſputes are often ſuch as we may 
juſtly be aſham'd of, when we come to lcok back 
upon them. 

(J.) Upon account of the Matter of them, 
What was it that we diſputed among our ſelves ? 
What was it we were ſo hot and eager about? 

Perhaps it was ſomething above us, about the 
Nature and Attributes, the Counſcls and Decrecs 
of God, and the Operations of his Providence and 
Grace, and the Pcrſon of the Mediator, thoſe ſe- 

Deut. 29. 29. cret things which belong not to us; things which we 
did not underſtand, nor could; things which it 
was Preſumption for us to diſpute about, for the 
Angels with an awful Reverence humbly deſire to 

1 Pet. t. 12. 100k into them, as not pretending to be Maſters 
of them : And the Great Apoſtle, who had been 
in the third Heavens, not only own'd that the 

2 Cor. 12. 4. Words he heard there were unſpeatable, but was 

ſo much at a loſs to expreſs himſelt concerning 
the Work of Redemption, tho' it is in ſome mea- 
ſure rv], that deſpairing to find the Bottom, 
he ſits down at the Brink, and adorcs the Depth 
, of that Myſtery : O the Depth of the Wiſdom and 
Know!ledge of God! O what reaſon have we 

Tob 42.3, C. With Fob to abhor our ſelves, and to repent in Duft 

7s and Aſhes, becauſe, like him, in our Diſputes 
with our Friends, concerning the Reaſons and 
a{crhods of God's Proceedings, we have darkned 


Rom. 11. 
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fairs, when Peter ask'd concerning 
| [ball this Man do? Chriſt anſwer'd him, What; 
that to thee ? Follow thou me. And another time in 
genquiring concerning God's Counſels, I is not for Acts 1. 7. 
= you to know the Times or the Seaſons. 
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Counſel by Words without Knowledge, and have ut- 
ter d that which we underſtood nor, things too won- 
_ for us. 
erhaps it was ſomething b:low au, not worth 
a about, eſpecially with ſo much Warmth 
and Violence: "Twas 21 
Words, a Diſpute de lana caprina, as if the Matter 
were ſtarted only for want of ſomething to wran- 
gc about; ſo inconſiderable a thing, that which way 
ver it goes, the Coſts are much more than the 
Damage: In the Reflection we may juſtly bluſh 
to think that we ſhould make ſo much ado, ſo 
great a Noiſe about nothing. 
Perhaps 1t was ſomething foreign to us, that 


| we were no Way concern'd in; ſome Matter of 


Politicks 1t may be, which belongs not to thoſe of 
our Rank and Station, but muſt be left to wiſer 
Heads, whoſe Buſineſs it is to deal in things of that 
nature. Our Lord Jeſus after his Reſurrection 
twice check'd his Diſciples for a vain Curioſity, 
once in enquiring concerning one another's At- 


Perhaps it was ſomething indifferent, like the 
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rifle, a meer Strife of x Tim. 6. 4. 


John, What John 21. 22. 


Controverſy among the Primitive Chriſtians con- Rom. 14. 2, 


cerning the obſerving of Days, and making a Di- &c. 
ſcinction of Meats, which the Apoſtle himſelf doth 


not think fit to determine, but leaves each fide to 
practiſe according as their Judgment was, with- 
out 1mpoling upon either, ſince they might be of 


(2.) Upon account of our Management of 
them. When our Diſputes among our Wow: by the 
Way come to be review'd, it will be tound that 
the Miſchief was done not by the things themſelves, 
cares | — 


either Mind, and yet be accepted of God, only for- 
bids them to fall out about it, or to deſpiſe, or 
Judge one another. 


oF 
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Job 37. 14 


Rom. 14. 1. 


James 3. I. 


hath govern'd us more than a Point of Conſcience, 
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concerning which we differ'd, but by our Miſma- 
nagement of the Controverſy. | 
Our Maſter will be diſpleas'd with us if it be 
found that we haye been hot and fierce in our Diſ- 
putes, and have mingled our Paſſions and peeviſh 
Reſentments with them ; If a Point of Honour 


|. — — 
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and we have contended more for Victory and 
Reputation than for Truth and Duty: If we have 
contended about things of ſmall moment for or 
againſt them, and have neglected the weightier 
Matters of the Law and Goſpel ; It we have ſpent 8 
more of our Zeal on Matters in Difference 
than they deſerve, and have loſt the Vitals of 
Religion in our Heat about Circumſtantials, 
and haye diſputed away our Seriouſneſs and De- | 
votion, what then ſhall we do when God riſeth up? 
and when he viſiteth, what ſhall we anſwer him? | 
If in our Diſputes for theTruth we lie againſt 
the Truth, andſpeak e for God, the good 
Intention will be fo far from juſtitying the Lie, 
that the Lie will condemn the good Intention, 
and convict it of Hypocriſie; for if the Inten- 
tion were really good, ſuch a Practice would be 
abhor d. If we have the Itch of Diſputing, and 
a Spirit of Contradiction, that is certainly one 
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of thoſe fooliſh hurtful Luſts, from whence come 
Wars and Fighting. If we receive our Brethren 
that are weak to doubtful Diſputations, and love 
to perplex and puzzle them, and run them a- 
ground with Objections againſt what they and 
we believe, it ſhews a great Contempt both of 
the Truth, and of their Souls, and is a jeſting 
with both. If we judge and cenſure and con- 
demn our Brethren that are not in every thing 
of our Mind, and tho' we call our ſelves Diſci- 
pler, ſet up for Maſters, many Maſters, if we 
give reproachful Language, and call foul Names 
which commonly betrays the Weakneſs of the 
Cauſe, and is jnglorioufly preſs'd into the Service 

to 
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to make np the Deficiency of Argument, we ſhall 
have a great deal to anſwer for, when all our 
„ Difſputes will be calFa over again by our Maſter. 
"ak 2. Many Diſputes ariſe from 2 and 
h interfering Intereſts in this World. Neighbours 
and Relations quarrel about their Rights and 
, Properties, their Ettates and Trades, their Ho- 
14 nours and Powers and Pleaſures; Meum and 
ve Tuum are the Great Subject of Diſpute, and en- 
or gage People in endleſs Strifes. The firſt Diſpute 
er we read of in the Primitive Church was about 
nt a Money-Matter: The Grecians quarrell'd 
ce © with the Hebrews becauſe they thought their 
of © Widows were neglected in the daily Miniſtration. Acts 6. 1. 
ls, Many 0K of this Kind happen, which will 
)e- be inquir'd into as well as thoſe about Diffe- 
»2 rences in Opinion, and therefore it concerns us 
to reflect upon them, that whatever we find to 
1ſt & have been amiſs in them may be repented of, we 
dd may in godly ſorrow quarrel with our ſelves, and 
ie, J4f1y, for our unjuſt unbecoming Quarrels with 
n, our Brethren, ; 
n. Ask then, what was it that you diſputed a- 
be bout with ſuch a Neighbour, ſach a Friend, at 
nd Tuch a time; perhaps you diſputed that which 
ne you ought to have yielded without Diſpute, a 
ne juſt Debt, or a rightful Poſſeſſion, which you 
en tbought to have carry'd, by Dint of Oppoſition, 
ve againſt Equity. Perhaps you diſputed about 
a- ſomething very trivial, and of ſmall Value, 
nd which was not worth controverting, but which, 
if the right were indeed of your Side, you might 
have receded from it for Peace-ſake, without any 
Detriment to your ſelves or Families. Perhaps 
the Diſpute might have been prevented, or when 
ſcl. it was began, might quickly and eaſily have been 
= accommodated with a ittle Wiſdom and Love; 
as the Strife between Abraham and Lot was ſoon Gen. 13.8, 9. 
ended, and the Matter compromis'd by Abra- 5 
bams prudent Condeſcenſion. A little yields» 
woule * 
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would pacify great Offences, and put an effectual 
Stop to that threatning Miſchief which ſometimes 
a little Fire kindles. 

Review your Lan-Suite, and it may be you 
will find, that how ff ſoever you were in the 
Heat of the Proſecution of them, your cooler 
Thoughts tell you they were not manag'd as be- 
comes Chriſtians ; you did not try to end things as 

ou ought to have done in an amicable Way ; Per- 
aps they were begun ra/hly, and in Paſſion, and 
then no wonder if they be carried on unfairly, 
and that which was a haſty ſudden Paſſion in 
the Beginning of the Quarrel, is in Danger of 
ripenning into a rooted Malice before the End of it; 
And they who at firſt pretended that they deſign'd 
only to right themſelves, at length, as their Re- 
ſentments have grown more and morc keen, are 
not aſhamed to own that they are reſolv'd to re- 
denge themſelves, | 
heſe Diſputes, as they are moſt common, ſo 
they are moſt ſcandalous among Relations, and 
thoſe who are under particular Obligations to 


love one another; and whatever it is that keeps 
Brethren from dwelling together in Unity, is ve- 
ry provoking to Chriſt, who hath made Brother- 


ly Love the Livery of his Family; And it is ve- 
ry hardly removed ; for a Brother offended is hard- | 
er to be von than a ſtrong City, and their Conten- 
tions are as the Door of a Caſtle ; witneſs Facob and 
Eſau. 

3. Some Diſputes, and hot ones too, ariſe meer- 
ly from Paſſion and claſhing Humours, where 
really there is nothing of Judgment or Intereſt 


in the Caſe, Some indulge themſelves in a 


Croſſneſs of Temper that makes them continual- 
ly uneaſie to their Relations, the neareſt, the 
dearelt, and to all about them. They love to 
thwart and diſagree, and to diſpute every thing, 
tho never ſo plain, or never ſo trifling, Many 
make their Liyes, and the Relations w mens we 
an 
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Rand uncomfortable by this, eſpecially when both 
Sides are of ſuch a Spirit; One will have their 
Humour, their Saying, and the other will have 
their s, and ſo they are ever and anon diſputing 
which ſhall be greateſt, and inſtcad of aiming to 
pleaſe, are contriving to diſpleaſe and contradict 
one another. 

But do ſuch conſider that they muſt give an 
Account to Chriſt for all theſe Diſputes amon 
themſelves by the Way, that they will all be call 
over again? How ill doth it become the Diſci- 

let and Followers of the humble Feſus to carry 
hings with a high Hand, imperiouſly and with 
Rigour towards their infertour Relations, not 
ſuffering them to ſpeak for themſelves, nor wil- 


ling to hear reaſon from them! How ill doth it 


become the Worſhippers of the God of Love to be 
envious and ſpiteful and ill natur d, and quarrel 
ſome with all they have any Dealings with | The 
Father of the Prodigal, when his Elder Son was 


out of Humour, angry, and would not come in, did 


1 7 
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not diſpute with him, chide him and threaten him, Luke 55, 28. 


tho he very well deſerv'd it, but he went ont and 


n treated him, ſpoke him fair, and ſo brought 


him into good Temper again, which is written 
for our Learning, that we may go and do /ike- 
wiſe, but withal for our Shame that we have no: 
done ſo. By the Account which the Scripture 
gives of ſome peeviſh Tr Diſputes, it ap- 
pears that Notice is taken of the Height to which 
the Ferment of the Spirit riſeth at ſuch a Time; 
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When the Men of Ephraim quarrell'd with Gideon Judg. 8. x, 


upon a Point of Honour, it is left upon Record, 
that they did chide with him ſharply, tho? by his 


1 exemplary Mildneſs, as well as by his eminent 
& Services, he defery'd better at their Hands 
Wben, in a like Caſe, yudab and Iſrael fell out, 


it is obſerv d that the Words of the Mien of Judah 2 Sam. 19.43. 


were fiercer than the Words of the Men of Jfracl. 


And if it be ſo indeed, an Account is * 
N 0 
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2 Cor. 13. 8. 
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of the Sharpneſs of our Chiding, and the Fierceneſs 


of our Words, we are concern d by true Repen- 
tance to judge our ſelves for it, that we may not be 
judged of the Lord. 

And whatever we find has been amiſs in our 


Diſputcs of any kind, let it be amended for the 
future. 


1, As far as we are able to make a Judgment, 
Jet us ſee to it that we have Truth and Right on our 
Side, in all our Diſputes, and not be confident an 
further than we ſee juſt Cauſe to be ſo. We muſt 
not only neyer contend for that which we know 
to be falſe and wrong, but not for that which is 
doubtiful, or which we do not know to be true and 
right. Let us never wrong our Conſciences in 
any of our Conteſts, nor {ay we believe that to be 
true, and therefore diſpute for it, which really 
we do not believe to be ſo, nor demand that as 
our own, which we know or have Reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect we have no good Title to, nor deny that to a- 
2 which we cannot but tlunk 1s juſtly 

is. 

And if in the Progreſs of any Diſpute or Con- 
troverſie, it be made to appear to us, at length, 
that we were miſtaken, and in the Wrong, we 
muſt be ready to acknowledge it, thankful to thoſe 
that have diſcover d it to us, and not aſhamed to 
let fall the Controverſy : And we have a falſe 
Notion of Honour, if we think this will be an 
real Diſparagement to us, for certainly St. Paul 
ſhewed more true Courage, and merited more 
true Praiſe, when he ſaid, I can do nothing againft 
the Truth, than Goliab did when he 44574 all the 
Armies of Iſrael. | 

2. In Matters of doubtful Diſputation, while 
we are contending for that which we take to be 
right, let us at the ſame Time thin it poſſible that 
we may be in the wrong. When we contend for 
the great Principles of Religion, in which all 
good Chriſtians are agreed, we need not oy A our 

ing 
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being in a Miſtake, they are of undoubted Cer- 
tainty, we know and are ſure that Feſus is the Chriſt. 
But there are many things that are not ſo clearly 
reveal'd, becauſe not of ſo much Moment, in 
which the Truth indeed lies but on one Side, and 
yet wiſe and good Men are not agreed on which 
tide it lies; Here, tho we both argue, and act 
according to the Light that God has given us, 
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udgment, as if Wiſdom mult die with us; others Job 12. 2, 3. 


if we mult not be over-confident of our own 


ave Underſtanding as well as we, and are not infe- 
riour to #us ; nay, perhaps they every way excel 
ut, and therefore who can tel] but they may be in 
the right? However they argue and act according 
to the Light they have, which we ought to pay a 
Deference to, ſo as not to condemn all thoſe for 
weak Men, or ill Men, that are not in every 
thing of our Mind, and will not ſay as we ſay — 
= in diſpute is not unwilling to put the Caſe, 

it indeed that I have erred. 

In Matters of Fact on which Right depends, 
it is poſſible we may be miſtaken ; Human um aſt 
errare, Words may be miſunderſtood and miſ- 
apprehended, and the wiſeſt and moſt cautious 
and obſerving may be guilty of an Over-ſight, and 
may forget ſometling that would very much alter 
the Caſe, and therefore 1t will be no Credit to 
our Wiſdom and Goodneſs to be too poſitive, too 
ge as long as there is a Poſſibility of our 
being deceived. Never let our Aſſertions go be- 
yond our Aſſurances, nor let us give that as cer- 
tain and great, which was given us as doubt ful 
and little, but be very wary in what we main- 
tain, not only for our Reputation's Sake, leſt 
our Neighbour ſeerch us and put ut to Shame, but 
tor Conſcience-ſake, towards God, who hates 4 


Job 19. 4+ 


roud Loot, and 4 Hing Tongue, two very ill Prov. 6. 17. 


hings that commonly go together, to ſupport 
ons another, 
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3. Let us cee the full Poſſeſſion and Government of 
our own Spirits in all our Diſputes, Let us care- 
fully ſuppreſs all inward Tumults, whatever Pro- 
vocation may be given us, and let our Minds be 
calm and ſedate, whatever Argument we are en- 
gag d in. Let no Contradiction put us into a 
Heat or Diſorder ; for when Paſſion is up we are 
not ſo capable as we ought to be either to hear 
Reaſon or to ſpeak it, nor is it likely we ſhould 
either convince or be convinc'd of Truth and Right: 
Meckneſs and Quietneſs of Spirit do as much be- 
friend a Cauſe as they are the Beauty and Orna- 
ment of its Advocates. 

If we contend for that which is wrong, the 
more paſſionate we are, the greater is the Sin of the 
Contention, and the more there 1s of the Image 
of the Devil upon 1t, who 1s not only the Father 
of Lies and Falſhood, but a Red Dragon and a 
roaring Lion. But if we have Truth and Right on 
our Side, that needs no intemperate Heats and 
Paſſions for the Support of it, nor can have any 
real Service done it by them. The Cauſe of Hea- 
ven can never be pleaded with any Credit or 
Succeſs by 4 Tongue ſer on Fire of Hell. The 
Wrath of Man works not the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Parties may be ſerv'd by Fury and Violence, but 
the Common Intereſts of Pure Chriſtianity will 
certainly be prejadic'd by it. Chriſt was there- 
fore fit to teach us, and we are invited to come 
and learn of him; it is not ſaid becauſe in him were 
bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
tho' that is certainly true, but becauſe he is meek and 
lonly in Heart, and can have Compaſſion on the Ig- 
norant, and herein all that undertake to in- 
ſtruct others, mult ſtudy to imitate him. And 
thus 15 the likelieſt Way to gain our Point, if in- 
deed we be in the right, for the Words of the Wife 


are heard in quiet, more than the Cry of him that 
rules among Fools, 7 


1 i 
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4. Let us never loſe the Charity we ought to 
have for our Brethren in our Diſputes of any kind, 


nor violate the ſacred Laws of it. Our Lord Jeſus 
foreſaw and foretold that the Preaching of Ins 


Goſpel would occaſion much Diviſion, that it Luke 12. 5r- 


| would ſet Men at variance, and be the Subject of 
much Diſpute : And therefore he thought it ver 
F—_ to bind the Command of mutual Love fo 
much the more frongly upon bis Followers, be- 
cauſe there was danger left that ſhould be I in 
theſe Diſputes : He makes it one of the fundamen- 
tal Laws of his Kingdom, the new Commandment, 
that we love one another; and the Livery bf his 
Family, by which «!l Men might know who are 
= his Diſiples. See how theſe Chriftians love one a- 
| mother. | 
Let us therefore in all our Diſputes keep our 
felves under the commanding Power and Influ- 
= ence of Holy Love; for that Victory is dearly 
purchas d, that is got at the Expence of Chriſtian 
= Charity. Let us Honour all Men, and not tram- 
ple upon any, nor ſet thoſe among the Dogs of our 
= Flock, whom tor ought we know Chriſt hath ſet 
with the Lambs of hig. Let us never bring 4 rai- 


angel, tho' he was ſure in the Diſpute he had 
2 Right on his fide, and the Glory of God was near- 
ly concern'd, and it was with the Devil that he 
contended, yet he would not thus attack his Ad- 
verlary. The Scourge of the Tongue hath driven 
more out of the Temple, than ever it drove into 7 | 
it, Let us always put the beſt Conſtruction on 
Mens Words and Actions that they will bear, 


= not digging up Miſchief, as evil Men do, nor re- 
Joicing in [niquiry, but rejoicing in the Truth, ho- 


ping the beſt as far as we can. Let us not aggra- 
ate Matters in variance, nor by firain'd Inxendo's 


than it is ; for that's a Method which may harden uf 
one lice, but can never convince the other, nor 
can 


and Miſrepreſentations make either fide worſe ._ 
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can be usgd with any other Deſign but to make 
the contending Parties hate one another; And 
whoſe Kingdom that ſerves the Intereſts of, tis 
eaſy to ſay, not Chriſt's I am ſure, Let us not 
judge of Mens ſpiritual and Eternal State, and 
ſend Men to Hell preſently as Reprobates, be- 
cauſe they are not 1n every thing of our Mind, 
or cannot fall in with our Meaſures. They that 
do ſouſurp a Divine Prerogative, take the Keys of 
Hell and Death out of the Hands of Chriſt, and 
ſhew themſelves to be as deſtitute of the Fear of 
God, as they are of Love to their Neighbour. 

5. Let us often think of te Account we muſt 


ſhortly give to our Great Maſter of all our Diſputes © 
with our Fellow-ſervants by the Way. Let us con- 


ſider how our Diſputes will look in that Day, 
and what our own Reflections will be then upon 
them. When the Apoſtle asks, Where is the Diſ- 
puter of this World? Perhaps (faith the Excellent 
Archbiſhop Tillot ſon) he intends to inſinuate. 
% That the wrangling Work of Diſputation bath 


« place only in this World, and upon this Earth, 
« where only there is a Duſt to be rais d; but 
« will have no place in the other, where all 
things will be clear, and paſt Diſpute : And 
© (faith he) a good Man would be 'loth to be 
« taken out of the World recking hot from a 
* ſharp Contention with a perverſe Adverſary, | 


« and not a little out of countenance to find 
“ himſelf in this Temper tranſlated into the 
© calm and peaceable Regions of the Bleſſed, 
« where nothing but perfect Charity and Good- 
«© Will reign for ever. 


Let our Moderation therefore be known unto all 
Men, Moderation in all Diſputes, becauſe our 


Lord is at hand, nor let us grudge one againſt ano- 
ther, becauſe the Fudge ſtandeth before the Door; 
and we may tremble to think what our Doom 
will be, if we be found ſmiting our Fellow-Ser- 
vants ; and hom we ſhall anſwer it, if it be prov'd 

upon 


* . 
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upon us, who have bad ſo much forgiven us by 
1 dur Maſter, that for a ſmall matter we have taten 


8 them by the Throat. But ſeeing we look for a Day 
+ of Account, in which there will be a Review of 


1 Diſputes, let us give Diligence, that we may be 2 Pet. 3. 14 


found of Chriſt in Peace. When Job and his 
Friends had maintain d a long Diſpute, in which 
many haſty peeviſh Words were exchang'd, God 


f at length interpos'd as Moderator, and gave Judg- 
4 ment upon the Debate, that they were all :o 
FF 8 blaw'd, and had taken a great deal of Pains (as 


moſt Diſputants do) to make work for Repentance ; 
and therefore the contending Parties muſt ask 
Pardon of God and one another, muſt forgive 
and forget, and live in love for the future. And 
this is the beſt End of Controverſies, happy were it 


Js if they were all brought to this Iſſue now; for 
tee this Iſſue all the Controverſies that are among 
t Good Men will be brought at laſt, when they 


| {hall meet in the World of everlaſting Light and 


ch Love. ; 3 
b. For the Fourth. Of all Diſputes Chriſt will be 
ut ſure to reckon with his Diſciples for their Diſputes 


11 about Precedency and Superiority; that was the 
> Diſpute bere, Who ſhoald be greateſt : And Chriſt 
doth not determine the Matter, as it might juſtly 
be expected he ſhould have done, if he had in- 
tended that Peter, or any other of them, ſhould 


he uo, he is diſpleas'd with them for ſtarting ſuch a 
d. Queſtion, and diſputing about it, becauſe it was 
4, an Indication that they af aim d at being great 


in the World, and were ambitious of it, and 
vbenever Preferments were to be had, they would 
garrel among themſelves, which ſhould get the 
Left; notwithſtanding the Mfanneſs of their fir 
Education, when they were bred Fiſhermen, which 

might have done ſomething to curb piring 

Thoughts; and the Goodneſs of their late Educa- 
tion, 


have a Primacy and Supremacy above the reſt ; 
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John 18. 36. 


Jeſus, tho he appear d meanly at fri, would in 


4 
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tion, when they were train'd up to be Apoſtles; 
which might have done much more. | 
No there are five Reaſons why this Diſpoſi- 
Jen of theirs was very diſpleaſing to our Lord 

Us. | 

1. Becauſe it came from a miſtaken Notion of his f 
Kingdom, which they had learn d at the Feet of 
their Scribes, and had not yet unlearn'd, tho they 
had fate fo long at Chriſt's Feet, ſo hard is it to 
eonquer the Power of Prejudice. The Jews miſ- 8 
underſtanding many of the Prophecies of the Old 
Teſtament, which ſpake of the Maſſiah and bi 
Kingdom, expected him to appear in external | 
Pomp and Splendor, and to exerciſe a temporal 
Juriſdiction, to break the Roman Yoke from oft 
their Necks, and give them Dominion over the? 
neighbour Nations. 'The Diſciples had ſuc#d in 
this Notion with their Milk, and did imagine (as 
ſhould ſeem by many Inſtances) that our Lord 


a little time bring it to this, and that this was 
the Kingdom of Heaven, which they were to preach 
as at hand : And this they had an eye to when (F | 
they ſtrove who ſhould be the greateſt. 

Now this was a great Miſtake ; and the con- 
ſtant Tenor and Tendency of Chriſt's Life and 
Doctrine might have convinc'd them that it was 
ſo ; that Chriſt's Kingdom was not to be of this, 
World, but was intended to be all ſpiritual, the * 
Laws and Powers of it, the Rewards and Puniſh- | 
ments of it all ſpiritual, the Weapons of our? 
Warfare not carnal; that the Meſſiah was to rule 
by his Spirit in the Spirits of Men: The Deſign of 
it was to 718 Men from the Drofs and Dregs of 
Worldlineſs and Senſuality, and to raife them 


up to a holy, heavenly, ſpiritual and divine Life, 
and to teach them to look down upon all earthly ? 
things with a gracious and generous Contempt; 
ſuch as this was the Conſtitution and Comple- 
X10N 
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xion of Chriſt's Kingdom, and therefore it could 
not but be diſpleafing to him; tor them to dote on 
earthly Greatneſs. | | 
2. Becauſe it was direttly contrary to the two 


great Leſſons of his School, and Lans of his King- 
dom, Humility and Love. It is againſt the Law 
of Humility to covet to be great in tius World, 
and againſt the Law of Love to ſtrive who ſhall 


be greateſt. Had not Chrift taught them both 
theſe Leſſons, both by Precept and by Example ? 
Had he not made it the firſt Condition of Diſciple- 


ſhip, that whoſoever would come ofier him muſt de- Mat. 16. 24, 


ny themſelves * Doth not the great Law of Love 
oblige us in Honour to prefer one another, and to 
give place to our Brethren ? What anapr Scho- 
lars then were they who had not learn'd ſuch 
plain and ntedful Leſſons as theſe ! How well is it 


2 ſor us that we have a kind Maſter, who doth not 
expel out of his School dull Scholars, but gives 


them his Spirit to open their Underſtandings, and 
ws things to their Remembrance, 

When we are eager in our Purſuits of the 
World, and ſeek and aim at great things in it; 
when we are quarrel ſome with our Brethren, aud 
carry'd out into Indecencies by our Contefts and 
Paſſions, let us think how anbecoming Chrittians 
this is, how contrary we walk to the Laws of 
that Holy Religion we make profeſſion of: And 
can we glory in the Honour of it? can we with 


any confidence plead the Promiſes of it, or pleaſe 
our ſelves with the Privileges of it, or feed our 


ſelves with the Hopes of it, when we have ſo litile 
regard to the Precepts of it? Will thoſe be wil- 
ling to loſe their Lives for their Religion, tlat 
cannot deny themſelves the Gratification of a 
fooliſh Luſt or Paſſion tor it? E7 
3. Becauſe it was atterly diſagreeable to the 
Example which Feſus Chriſt im had ſet them, 
and the Copy he had given them. to write after. 
The Word of * which be gave ren 
when 
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when he call'd them to be his Diſciples, was, 
Follow me; Do as you ſee me do: But when they 
were diſputing who ſhould be greateſt, and each 
{ſetting up a Title to worldly Pomp and Power, 
they were far from reſembling him, who was a- 
mong them as one that ſerved, and came not to be 
miniſtred unto, but to minifter. The ſame Mind 
{hould have been in them, that was in him, who 
was ſo great an Example of Humility and Love, 
Condeſcenſion and Affection, who emptied him- 


elf, and made himſelf of no Reput ation; who not 


only 1n the general Scheme of his Undertaking, 
but 1n the particular Paſlages of his Life, gave 
ſuch Inſtances of Self-denial, as juſtly are the 


Wonder of Angels, who to teach them this Leſ= © 


fon, and oblige them to learn it with this very 


* Ss : 
, ' * J 
*. E424 
Es Br om 28 
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Argument, not long after this, waſh'd their Feet, 


and bid them do as he had done; could the Fok 
lowers of ſuch a Maſter contend for Precedency, 
and not bluſh at the Reflection upon their own 
Folly and Unworthineſs, 


Let us ſhame our ſelves out of our Pride, and 


Paſſion, and Affectation of worldly Honour, and 
inordinate Purſuit of worldly Wealth, with this 


Conſideration : Shall I ſet my Heart pon ont 4 
'd himſelt 


winch my Maſter was dead to, and deny'd hin 
in, and for ny ſake too? Am I not a Chriſtian ? 
a Follower of Chriſt! I muſt then either change 


my Name, or recover a better Temper. Ought * 4 
I not to walk in the ſame Spirit, in the ſame Steps? 4 


4. Becauſe it would render them very unfit for 
the Services which he had appointed them to, It was 
very abſurd for them to ſtrive »ho ſhould be great- 
ft, who ſhould live moſt at eaſe, and moſt in Rate, 
who ſhould have the moſt Power and the largeſt 
Command, when they were all to labour and 


1 Tim. 4. 10. fuffer Reproach, to live in Meannets and Poverty, 


to be loaded with Diſzrace and Ignominy, and 
counted as the Off-ſcouring of all things ; nay, to 
be Lud all the Day long, aud devoted to Death, 

as 
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4 Sheep ta the Slaughter, and ral'd with Rigonr : 


Such Diſpoſitionsand ExpeRations as theſe would 
be but a bad Preparative for Sufferings. They 


that would approve themſelves good Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt muſt endure Hardneſs, and not affett 2 Tim. 2. 3. 


Greatneſs. 


And therefore tho this Indiſpoſition, and the 


Miſtake it was grounded upon, ſeems by many 
Inſtances after this to have continued as long as 
they had Chriſt's bodily Prefence with them ; yet 
before they launch'd out into the Deep of their Ler- 
vice, they were perfectly car d of it, by the pour- 
ing out of the Spirit, upon them, after which we 
have them no more dreaming of a Temporal 
Kingdom, nor ftriving »ho ſhould be greateſt; for 
thoſe whom God detigns to umploy in any Ser- 
vice for him, he will either find them fit, or make 


' thew fo : And as the Day, ſo ſhall the Strength, ſo 


- ſhall the Spirit be. And if we would be ready 


* 

8 
7A 

*. 
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for all the Will of God, and ſtand complcat in 
it, ſo as not to be driven from our Work by the 


Difficulties we may meet in it, we muſt be dead 
to worldly Wealth and Grandeur, and live 4 
bove them, as thoſe that look beyond them. 

5. Becauſe it was à corrupt Temper that would 
be more than any thing the Bane of the Church in 
after- times; would be the Reproach of its Mini- 


ſtry, an Obſtruction to its Enlargement, the Diſtur- 
Lance of its Peace, and the Original ot all the 


Breac hes that would be made upon its Order and 


EY Unuy. Our Saviour forcſaw this, and therefore 
took all Occaſions to check and repreſs it in his 


Diſciples, for warsing to all others; that all who 
are called by his Name, and 8 Relation to 
him, may be jealoss over themſelves with a godly 


Jealouſy, and may look diligently leſt this Root of Heb. 12. 15. 


Bitterneſs ſpring up and trouble both themſelves 
and others, and thereby many be defil' d aud 


diſturb d. 


D 2 When 
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When we tee how early in the Primitive 
Times the Mytery of Iniquity began to work in 
Strifes among Miniſters, who ſhould be greateſt, in 
Diotrephes, who low'd to have the Preheminence, 
and in the Man of Sin, who, by Degrees, under 
the Influence of this Principle, came to uſurp an 
Univerſal Headſhip, and to exal: himſelf above 
all that is called God, or that is worſhipped. Let us 
tee with what good Reaſon Chriſt { often cau- 
tion d his Diſciples againſt this, and lament the 
Miſchiet that is done by it to the Church. It 
mult needs be that ſuch Offences would come; and 
we are told of them before, that we may not be 
itumbled at them, but woe to thoſe by whom they 
do come. The Prevalency of ſuch a Temper as 
this, as far as it appears, is very threatning, But 
when the Spirit ſhall be poured out upon us from on 
high, there thall be no more ſuch Diſputes as theſe, 
_ then the Wilderneſs ſhall become 4 fruitful 
Field. | . By. 
| Upon the whole Matter, therefore, Let our 
Strife be who ſhall be beſt, not who ſhall be 
greateſt. 8 

1. Let us never ſtrive who ſhall be greateſt in this 
World, who ſhall have the belt Preterment, who 
ſhall be Maſter of the beſt Eſtate, or make the 
belt Figure, but acquieſce in the Lot Providence 
carves out to us, not aiming at great things, or 
ftriving for them. e | | 


* 


- 


— 


Conſider what worldly Greatneſs is: 

(1) What a deſpicable thing it is to thoſe that 
have :vcir Eye upon another World. All that by 
Faith have ſeen the Glory of God in the Face 
of Jeſus Cbriſt, that are acquainted with the 


Grandeur of the upper and better World, and are 


conyerſant with that World, have laid up their Wil 
Freafſurc in it, and ſet their Hearts upon it, and 
hope ſhortly to ſhare: in the Enjoyments of it, 
what a poor thing are the Pomps and Pleaſures of 
this World to them! how caſily can they write 
110 f 1 Vanity 
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Vanity apes them ! for they know better Things: 


What's Purple, and Scarlet, and fine Linnen, 

and faring, ſumptuouſly every Day, to one that's 
# cloth'd with the Robes of Righteouſneſs and Gar- 
mentis of Salvation, and has a continual Feaſt up- 
on the Promiſes of the New Covenant? What 
are Titles of Honour, or ſplendid Attendance, to 
one that is call/d a Friend of God, and, about 
Z whom the Holy Angels encamp ? What are 
the fading withering Glories of Time, in com- 
Z pariſon with the far more exceeding and eternal 
8 Weight of Glory that is to be reveal d. Let us be 
by aſham'd then to ſtrive, or ſeem to ſtrive, for that 
which, if we act as becomes our Character, we 
cannot but look upon with a holy Contempt and 
Indifferency. 
Z (2) What a dangeross thing this worldly Great- 
2 neſs 15:0 thoſe that have not their Eyes upon another 
World, how apt it is to draw their Hearts away 
from God, and from the Conſideration and Pur- 
ſuit of a future Bleſſedneſs, and to fix them to 
this World, and make them willing to take up 
witha Portion in it; And eſpecially what a "vs 
Temptation it is to break through all the ſacre 
Fences of the Divine Law to compaſs it. The Devil 
would not have tempted Chriſt to worſhip him, 
with a Promiſe of all rhe Kingdoms of the World, 
and the Glory of them, but that he had caught ma- 


ſo they that will be great, and cannot think them- 
ſelves happy, unleſs they be, fall into Temptation, 
and a Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts. 
Let us therefore never court our own Trouble, 
nor. covet to enter 1nto Temptation, as they do, 
2 who, when they are as great as God ſaw fit to 
make em, yet are (till aiming to be greater, and 
IF {iriving to be greareft.' 

2. Let all our Strife be who /hall be be, not 


wo 


- 


| diſputing who bas been be, that's a vain-glori Fa 
Strife, but humbly contending wlio ſhall be foxes 
| \ Ti « \ : 


nd 
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ny a one with that Bait, As they that will be rich, 1 Tim. 6.9. 


2 Cor. 5. 9. 


Heb. 10. 24. 


Phil. 2. 3. 


Phil. 3. 13, 


2 Pet. 1. 11. 


who ſhalt be moſt humble, and ſtoop loweſt, for 
the Good of others, and who ſhall labour moſt 
for the Common Welfare. This is a gracious 
Strife ; a Strife that will paſs well in our Account, 
when all our Diſputes will be review'd. If we 
will covet, let us covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, covet 
to be rich in Faith, and rich in good Works: If 
we will be ambitious, let it be the Top of our 
Ambition to do good, and therein to be accepted of 
the Lord. If we will aim to excel, let it be in tat 
which is virtuous and praiſe-worthy,and in a holy by” 
Zeal for the Honour of God, and the Advance- 
ment of the true Interefts of Chriſt's Kingdom. 
Herein let us ſtrive to excel others, and to do 
more good thay they do, not that we may have the 
Praiſe of it, but that God may have the Glory of 
it, and that we may provoke others to Love and 
to good Works ; not that we may be many Mafters, 
but that we may make our ſelves Servants of all. 
Let us go before in Zeal, and yet be willing to 
come behind in Humility and Self-denial ; do bet- 
ter than others, and yet, in Love and Lowlineſs 
of Mind, eſteem others better than our ſelves. © 
But eſpecially let us ſtrive to excel our ſelves, 
and to do more good than we bave done. Let it be 
a conſtant; Diſpute with our own Souls, why we 
do not lay out our ſelves more for God. And 
when we remember the Kindneſs of our Touh, and 
the Love of our Eſpouſals, inſtead of leaving that 
firſt Love, and cooling in it, let our advanced i 
Years contend earneſtly to excel our early ones, that 
our la Days may be our bet Days, and our /af 
14. Works our bet Works. Forgetting the Things 
which are behind, let us ſtill preſs forward towards 
Perfection, preſs forward towards the Mart, for 
the Prize of the High Calling, that at length we 
may baye not only an Entrance, but an abundant 
Entrance miniftred to ut into the Everlaſting King- 


dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


. 


